Canopy Light Quality Modulates Stress Responses in Plants.
Plants growing at high density are in constant competition for light with each other. The shade avoidance syndrome (SAS) is an effective way to escape neighboring vegetation. Even though the molecular mechanisms regulating SAS have been long studied, interactions between light and other environmental signaling pathways have only recently received attention. Under natural conditions, plants deal with multiple stresses simultaneously. It is, therefore, key to identify commonalities, distinctions, and interactions between plant responses to different environmental cues. This review outlines the current understanding of the interplay between canopy light signaling and other stresses, both biotic and abiotic. Understanding plant responses to multiple stimuli, factoring in the dominance of light for plant life, is essential to generate crops with increased resilience against climate change.